
Dispute Resolution in Saudi Arabia, and in particular arbitration, has undergone material reform in recent years. 

The new arbitration law, which was enacted by Royal Decree No. M/34 and published in the Royal Gazette in 

June 2012 (the “New Arbitration Law”), included several ‘arbitration-friendly’ provisions which were absent from 

the previous arbitration law and limited the oversight and intervention of the Saudi courts. The subsequent 

introduction of the Enforcement Law in 2013 strengthened this relationship further and included provisions such 

as compulsory enforcement upon the presentation of the final arbitration award. This was supplemented by the 

Implementing Regulations of the New Arbitration Law, published in the Official Gazette in June 2017, which 

provided clearer guidance in respect of the New Arbitration Law.  

To completement this, July 2016 saw the introduction of the Saudi Centre of Commercial Arbitration Rules, 

which provides an alternative domestic-based arbitration option to parties doing business in the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia (“KSA”).  

Now, further strides have been taken with the Saudi Counsel of Engineers (“SCE”) having announced the launch 

of a dispute resolution and arbitration centre (the “Centre”). 

The SCE is a professional body incorporated by Royal Decree, which aims to promote the engineering profession 

and develop the standards of those practicing it. The main responsibilities of the SCE are: setting criteria and 

standards of practice; prescribing necessary rules, regulations, and examinations for obtaining professional 

degrees; preparation and publication of studies and research; and organisation of courses and conferences 

relating to construction. 

The Centre, which was announced by the SCE earlier this year, was established under Decree No. M/34 and will 

provide arbitration, dispute resolution and other support services tailored to the construction industry. Such 

support services will include training sessions and courses covering arbitration, engineering disputes and 

alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, as well as overseeing the delivery of technical consultations. 
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The Secretary General of the SCE has stated that the Centre will foster a culture of competent engineering 

arbitration, serving different sections across ministries, judicial departments, government institutions, corporate 

firms, public and private sector outfits, and workers in the engineering sector. 

As the Centre was only launched recently, it is not clear what impact this will have on the landscape of 

construction disputes in the KSA. However, whilst the centre is still in its infancy, the increased access to expert 

dispute resolution services for the construction industry will come as welcome news in a country which is 

reported to have more than 5,000 active construction projects worth c. USD 819 billion (c. SAR 3 trillion). 

Further information on the Centre, including its draft organising law, can be found on its website. 
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